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*EXECUTIVE SUMMARY-

2-4 paragraphs outlining heritage significance and threats, (suitable for media

statement)

The International Council on Monuments and Sites of Lebanon (ICOMOS-Lebanon), as
representatives of the National Heritage Community, is very much concerned about the
current condition of protection and preservation of the Promontory and the
Commemorative steles of Nahr el-Kalb inscribed since 2005 as UNESCO — Memory of
the World and also on the 2019 Tentative List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

The site is today endangered by the construction of a complex of buildings of the Ordre
Libanais Maronite (OLM) that will serve as the headquarters of a political party, the
Courant Patriotique Libre (CPL). The implementation of these buildings will completely
and irreversibly mutilate the Heritage Site by the excavations and the intrusion on his
Historical Landscape.

The complex is foreseen to be implemented directly on the promontory at less than few
meters from the Commemorative steles of Nahr el-Kalb impacting the direct visual
context. This promontory, entrusted to the Maronite religious community since hundreds
of years, is today flouted by a political decision, without any respect of a minimum buffer
zone even not defined by authorities in charge. With this direct intrusion, the site of the
Steles will lose all his chances to be listed to the World Heritage proving that the site is

at risk and not protected.

We then strongly ask for an immediate halt of the construction project and an urgent
reconsideration for a delocalization of the complex before it is too late. The non-respect
of our Cultural Heritage by the institution in charge of the country is outrageous for the

preservation of the History and Memory of our Country for future generations.
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1-0 Identity of Building/Artefact/Object/Place

1-1  Current name and original name.
* Commemorative stela of Nahr el-Kalb, Mount Lebanon

1-2 Location: Zouk El Kharab, lot n° 98, Lebanon. The archaeological site of Nahr
el Kalb is located 15 km north of Beirut.

1-3  Classification/ Type of place: Archaeological and Natural site

1-4 Current Heritage Protection Status: It has been classified by decrees: No 166
/ L.R. of November 1933 and No 225 of September 28, 1934 on the National List of
Historic Monuments.

Documentary Heritage submitted by Lebanon and recommended for inclusion in the
Memory of the World Register in 2005.

 Year of submission: 2005

* Year of inscription: 2005

 Country: Lebanon

2-0 Statement of Significance and History

2-1  Statement of Significance:

The steles of Nahr el-Kalb, located on the rocky cliff along the Lycus or Dog River, sum
up the entire history of Lebanon, from High Antiquity to the present, evoking clearly the
successive advances of the Pharaonic, Assyro-Babylonian, Greek, Roman, Arab, French
and British armies which braved all the obstacles surrounding this difficult and very steep
crossing point to carve commemorative steles on the rocks.

These reliefs, inscriptions and commemorative steles bear witness to various
circumstances and different eras from ancient times to the present. The latter, located on
the same promontory, are characterized by their diversity: temporal, execution (materials
and techniques), inscriptions and iconographies, writings (hieroglyph, cuneiform,
alphabetical), languages (Egyptian, Neo-Assyrian, Neo-Babylonian, Latin, Greek,
Arabic, French, English and Turkish) and functional.

2-2  History of place:

The Cape of Nahr el Kalb has been considered since ancient times as a natural obstacle
on the Lebanese coast, thus constituting a strategic point. Indeed, the difficulty of the
passage will explain the presence of the first reliefs sculpted by the first conquerors in
honour of their glory and in order to ensure their legitimacy of power. The repetition
factor on this promontory continued until modern and contemporary times. These reliefs,
beyond their historical context, provide data of values at the geomorphology,
archaeology and epigraphy level. The archaeological site of Nahr el Kalb is a unique
place which preserves epigraphic and iconographic witnesses engraved on the rocks of
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the promontories flanking the river of Nahr el Kalb. It includes 22 steles, reliefs and
commemorative inscriptions dating from the 2nd millennium BC (13" century BC) until
the 2" millennium AD (20" century). Lebanon being a crossroads of three continents
and a meeting point between civilizations; the site of Nahr el Kalb, among others, brings
together witnesses of certain significant events in the region from Prehistory to the
present day.

2-3
2-4
2-5

2-6
2-7
2-8

2-9

3-0

Date of project/ Date of construction/ Finishing of work NA
Architect/Designers NA

Architect/Designers still living? Residence, country of birth, contact details
NA

Original and current use of building/place

Changes, additions

Current condition and use: Cultural and Archaeological Site open to the public

Original design intent and use: Marked place by all crossing armies through
centuries with steles

Description (history and technology)

3-4

3-6

Physical description: Natural rock promontory marked by engraved stela into
the rock connected by steps and benches shaped directly into the rock

Construction system used: in situ reliefs sculpted in the natural rock

Physical context/setting: Natural rock promontory steeping almost 50 meters
above the sea level and naturally delimited by the Dog river level that runs
east/west.

Social and cultural context and value: The stela of Nahr el Kalb offers not only
great archaeological testimony of Lebanon History but again underline the
importance of the geography and the topography in the study of the course of
History. Therefore, this site is also exceptional from the natural and cultural point
of view and its landscape is to preserve as authentically as possible. As for the
social political modern value the promontory of Nahr el Kalb played again a
strategically role during the 1975-1990 civil war.

Materials/fabric/form/function: NA

Aesthetic value: The inscriptions and reliefs, despite the advanced erosion,
provide a great understanding of historical expressions and epigraphic
testimonies. The aesthetic value is expressed thru the diversity of the techniques
applied in carving the stelas and thru the sculpted representations retracing not
only the historical facts but also the evolution of art through the years.
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Proposer(s) of Heritage Alert, contact details

Executive Board / Mrs Yasmine Makaroun +961 3 623559
President ICOMOS Lebanon / Mrs Jeanine Abdul Massih +961 3 305544

Groups supporting Heritage Alert and/or nomination, with contact details:

* Fondation Nationale du Patrimoine, Mrs Rima Shehade +961 3 377511,
beit-shehadeh@cyberia.net.lb

¢ Terre-Liban, Mr Paul Abi Rached +961 3 327 975, info@terreliban.org

e Lebanon Eco Movement, +961 5 923 060,
info@lebanonecomovement.org
Legal action of the Lebanon Eco Movement represented by the NGO
President: M. Paul Abi Rached.
On Thursday March 19, 2020, A complaint was applied before the court
of appeal in Baabda against whom is involved according to the ongoing
investigations in the destruction of the promontory of Nahr el-Kalb and
threatened it inscription as a World Heritage Site.

Groups potentially against Heritage Alert Action:
The beneficiary of the project (CPL, OLM)

Local, Regional, International significance citations about the place
1933-34 Inscription of the Stela as National Heritage decrees: No 166/ L.R.
November 1933 and No 225, September 28, 1934 on the National List oh

1996 Unesco Tentative List Lebanon
1998 Protection of the river sides by the Ministry of Environment (Decree n° 97

2005 Unesco Memory of the world,
2019 Unesco Tentative List Lebanon

4-0 Source of Alert

4-1
ICOMOS LEBANON
Icomos.lb@gmail.com

4-2

4-3

4-4
Historical Monuments.
2/7/1998)

4-5

Letters of support for Heritage Alert action, newspaper articles, etc.
Attached PDF

4.5.1 Official letters sent to the Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre
along with the Statement of ICOMOS Lebanon

4.5.2 Newspaper article (till 17/3/2020)

4.5.3 National News Agency Lebanon (till 17/3/2020)
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4.5.1.1. ICOMOS Lebanon Statement

ICOMOS LIBAN D

Teewnlhinwre@iorg | doy ros gt 91 -0 @l T
- TE o

Tt gl
ICOMOS Lebanon - Statement of Concern
mational Heritage Site Julzm- Marmary of the Warkd
Commemaorative steles of Nahr el-Kalb, Mourt Lebanon
11/02/2020

Sratement of Cancem &n the destruction of Cultursl Heritage

The lsternstignal Counsi on Monuments ond Siter of lebanos [TODMOS-Leboson). os
Figrrinstativn of the satfonsd herfoge communky, b wevy macih concersed abour the currear
condition of prodection and prewenvation af the Promantory and the Comesemarative sreles of
Nabs gl-Kaib bwcribed since 200F av UMISCD - Memery af the Werkd and oo o8 the J0E9
Tentather Lint of LNESCD Warkd Wertage sies,

The sie & 1nday endangirid By the construction of o complex of buldings: that wil serve 22 The
headquarters of 3 poltical party, the CPL |Cosvanl Potvoligue Lbvil Tha isplementation of thase
buildings will complately and Imevenibly mutise the Hertage Ste by the escavations and the
Inerushan on his FStonical Landscags.

The complex it foreseen 0 be implemented directly on e promastery al v than few meten
from the fommamorative sheles of Nate sbiak impacting the direct wbual contesl. This
Promoniony. enreied o the Lebanese Mamnle Order sisce hurdreds of pean, it foday Aowed
by a poltical decidon, without sy respect of a minimem DUfer 2o aves not delined by
autharitie in charge. With this dinect intrunion, the sk of the steles wil se abl its chances o Ba
Bsted oo the Word HerRags georeng that the dite i @l ridk and sot protected

We e arengly ak for sn immediste halt of the cossbruction preject and an urgost
recorsideration for the delocalitation of the cosplex before & & boo lete, The non respect of our
cultural hertage by oer own government and the Lebanese Maron e Order is outagious 1oe the
preservantion of the Histery and Memory of sur Country for the future generations,

o~

n‘;-:m]l'f'i;m
= v B sl ke
’P.I{L..-_,a e

At

The ki of Maks ehlal, the Lyowi or Doy Freer, wam up the eetire hivicry of Lsbsron, from the Broros dge (1™
milewvaim B W he prriedl svohing cleerly e woesive sdveso of the (Pharsonic, Anura-lsbylonien, Gresd,
WMmrmuuanm:mullmwmmlmmmmm
PO B plrwe porrmerorel v stekm o e rocin. Mermory of the Workd - URESDD JEsghater s J0D8)|

becmmas T gmaad oo - F 0 Bay 135055 8aiml



ICOMOS Heritage Alert
Nahr El Kalb Commemorative Steles, Mount Lebanon

4.5.1.2 Letter Yasmine Makaroun Bou Assaf

Direction Générale pour la Communication et I'information, UNESCO

A I'attention de la Directrice du Centre du Patrimoine mondial,

Mme Mechtild Rossler

Permettez nous de vous soumettre une requéte urgente concernant une situation 3 risque au Liban :

Le Ministére de la Culture du Liban, représenté par |a Direction Générale des Antiquités, a propose en
2019 auprés de I'Unesco, ding sites sur la liste temporaire pour Finscription au patrimoine mondial.
Parmi ces sites, les stéles commémoratives de Nahr El Kalb, qui sont inscrites au programme de la
Mémaoire du monde de Funesco depuis 2005. Ce site historique, pratiquement unique en son genre, est
un veritable livre o' histoire a ciel ouvert, avec sas 22 stéles taillées 3 méme le rocher et couvrant plus de
3000 ans d'histoire du Lban. Ce phénomeéne de marquage d'une barriére rocheuse difficilement
franchissable par chague armée conquérante, a livré pour chaque peériode historique, un témoignage
sous forme d'inscription ou de bas-reliefs. Bien que érodés par I'usure du temps, ces steles ont
traversées les vidssitudes et les péripéties mouvementées de cette région.

En 2003, une action de mise en valeur, 3 Finitiative de la Fondation Mationale du Patrimoine, avait
amorcé un projet de présentation du site au public, perpétuant ainsi la tradition de préservation
entamée 3 I"ére ottomane et 3 |a période mandataire.

Avec stupéfaction, nous avons découverts il y a quelques semaines, que des travaux d'excavations pour
la construction du siége d'un parti politique, le CPL ({Courant Patriotique Libre) ont &té executés et se
sont méme étendus 3 proximité des stéles. Le contexte immeédiat du site des stéles et en particulier la
profil du promontoire rocheux a été mis @ mal par les excavatrices, défigurant irrémediablement le
paysage environnant sans parler de 'impact futur des constructions (voir photo d-jointe).
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Avec toute la communauts scientifique qui ceuvre pour la protection du patrimoine, NOUs NOUS posons
certaines questions :

-Comment les autorités dites « compétente » peuvent proposer un site sur la liste temporaire du
Patrimoine mondial en 2019 et valider en 2017 un permis de construction dans le périmatre immediat
du site ?

-Comment aucune etude d'impact patrimoniale [HIA) n"a été requise avant 'approbation de ce dossier
de permis ?

-Et surtout comment aucune zone de tampon na-t-glle pas €té mise en place depuis 2003 si le
processus d'expropriation semblait quasi impossible ?

Aujourd’hui face 3 un dange : : i -
sollicitons votre soutien pour faire pression auprés du Ministére de la Culture du Liban pour shopper e
projet le temps qu'une véritable étude d'impact soit réalisée.

Il est wraiment désolant de constater gue nous devons souvent réagir pour enrayer des risques
imminents au leu d'étre proactif, faute de préparation, de coordination et surtout de formation
adéquate des équipes décisionnelles.

Dans espoir que vous donnerez suite 3 cette demande comme un ultime recours face 3 une situation
des plus critiques.
Beyrouth le, 26/02/2020
Dr Yasmine Makaroun
Architecte-Archéclogue

Directrice du Centre de Restaurotion et de Conservation (Focwlte des Beoux-Arts et d'Architecturs)
Université Libanaise

Ymakaroun @ gmail.com
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4.5.1.3. Letter Nidal al Achkar (Theatre al Madina Beirut)

Beirut 27/02/2020
Nidal Al Achkar a woman of Arab theatre

| am Nidal Al Achkar actress, director and founder of Al Madina theatre
a landmark in the cultural life of Beirut .We have tried with other artists
to renovate the cultural scene in Lebanon since the seventies .

Our work with other activists and artists no doubt changed the artistic
scene .

we would like to express our deepest distress about the condition of
the commemorative steles in Naher Al Kalb .

The construction and the buildings around would cause great harm to
this historical sight.

We object and condemn this abominable project and hope it would

discontinued as soon as possible.

Nidal Al Achkar
Founder ,Chairperson and executive director of Al Madina theatre

10
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4.5.1.4. Letter American University of Beirut

Friday, March 06, 2020,

American University of Beirut

Bliss Street

P.0O.Box: 11-0236

Beirut — Lebanon

Tel: 00961 1 350000

Email: communications@aub.edu.lb

To: The Assistant Director-General at UNESCO
Mr. Moez Chakchouk

Re: Statement of Concerns over the Nahr al-Kalb site in the wake of the recent construction
plans

Dear Mr. Chakchouk,

We, a group of nature activists and professors at the American University of Beirut, are writing
to express our grave concerns regarding the recently initiated construction plans for the
establishment of the headquarters of the political party, Courant Patriotique Librein Nahr al Kalb.
As proposed, the projects violates basic principles of heritage preservation and threatens the
ecological and historical integrity of the site.

As one of the oldest historical sites in the region, Nahr al Kalb was
inscribed in UNESCO's Heritage Tentative List in 1972 as well as on the
‘Memory of the World' list in 2005. Nineteen steles summarize the world’s §
history spanning from 1276 to 2000 and evoke the successive imprints of
the Pharaonic, Assyro-Babylonian, Greek, Roman, Arab, French and British
armies. The carved rocks are located in a site that was classified by the
Lebanese Ministry of Environment as a protected area due to its biological

summits, and river beds.

We have ample evidence that the planned construction and the use of
heavy machinery, which has been already deployed to the site, present a ’
high risk of crumbling to the stele carved in soft chalky limestone. We urge you to intervene,
demand the immediate halt of the works, and cancel the project, in order to institute in Nahr el
Kalb a protective, shared open public space and save this important historical site from human
invasion now and in the future.

The efforts that the UNESCO World Heritage Department do to protect the world's cultural and
natural heritage for future generations bring hope to many people all around the world. We
thank you for your attention in this matter and stand ready to support you in the protection of
the important historical and ecological site of Nahr al Kalb. We look forward to learning whether
you can intervene on this issue and what the next steps can be on you end.

Sincerely,

11
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Najat Aoun Saliba

2019 Laureate of the L'Oreal-UNESCO International Award for Women in Science
Voted among the BBC 100 Women 2019

Director of the Nature Conservation Center, NOC

PEER J Academic Editor Lebamese Science Journal

Associane Editor Professor of Chemistry

Faculty of Arts and Sclences

Amarican University of Berut

Mona Fawaz

Professor in Urben Stadies and Planning

Coordinasor of the Graduate Programs In Urban Plarning and Design
Maroun Semaan Facdty of Engineering and Acchitecture

Amarican University of Beirut.

Mona Harb

Professor in Professor of Urban Studies and Politics
Maroun Semaan Faculty of Erginering and Architecture
Amarican University of Berut.

Rami Zuravk. Professor

Professer ot Landscape Design and Ecosystem Management Department

Member of the Steedieg Committes of the High-Level Paned of Experts on Food Security and Nutrtion (HLPE) of the Committes
of Word Food Secury [CFS)

Commisgoner on the EAT-Lancet commission on sustamabtie dets from sustainable food systems

Advisory board member for the Joumnal of Agricudture, Food Systerms and Community Davelopment

Facuty of Agricultural and Food Sclences

Amwrican University of Beinut

Lina Choueiri

Assocate Prowvost

Professor of English

Faculty of Arts and Sciences
American University of Belrut

Salma Talbouk, Professor, American University of Beirut
Professor at the Department of Landscape Design and Ecosystem Masagement
Facuty of Agricutural and Food Sclences

Mambar, AUB Nature Conservation Center

Founding Chairperson, AUBotank

American University of Beinut

Nadine Panayot
Prodessor and Chair of the Archaeciogy Research Department
University of Balamand

Antoine Attallah
Architect & urban designar
Save Beingt Heritage
Icomas Uban

Arsl Cartire for Acchitecture

Abir Saksouk-Sasso
Acchitect and Urbanist

12



ICOMOS Heritage Alert
Nahr El Kalb Commemorative Steles, Mount Lebanon

4.5.1.5. Letter National Heritage Foundation

)

THE NATIONAL HERITAGE
FOUNDATION

Beyrouth, le 24 février 2020

Madame Mechtild Rossler,
Directrice du Centre du Patrimoine Mondial de 'UNESCO,

Chére Madame,

Nous nous adressons a vous du Liban, pays suffisamment meurtri & travers les siécles par les
multiples invasions et guerres et ou un Site Historique d’une valeur exceptionnelle se trouve
menacé.

Ce site archéologique, témoin de notre histoire, « Le Site Historique de Nahr-El-Kalb » ou 22
stéles commémorent notre passé depuis la Haute Antiquité a nos jours. Il est inscrit depuis 2005
sur le Registre de la Mémoire du Monde, et figure depuis 2019 sur la Liste Indicative du
Patrimoine Mondial de 'UNESCO.

La Fondation Nationale du Patrimoine a voulu en 2002-2003 projeter la lumiére sur ce trésor
national : elle a restauré les 22 stéles et réhabilité les routes et leur signalisation. Or, a I’heure
actuelle, des travaux d’excavation ont commencé sur le terrain qui le surplombe pour édifier un
centre immense a quelques métres des stéles et qui risque de provoquer I'effondrement de ce
promontoire qui donne sur la mer.

Aussi vous saurions-nous gré d'intervenir, dans les plus brefs délais, pour appuyer les efforts des
ONG concemées et de la société civile qui luttent pour sauvegarder ce site et sauver notre
mémoire collective.

Veuillez croire, Chére Madame, a I’assurance de ma haute estime et de mes sentiments les
meilleurs.

Mouna Haraoui

Présidente
Fondation Nationale du Patrimoine

13
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4.5.2 NATIONAL NEWS
AGENCY
LEBANON

Nahr el-Kalb

Kouyoumjian (Ancien Ministre des affaires sociales) 17 Février 2020: Arréter le
crime contre le patrimoine national, archéologique et environnemental a Nahr el
Kalb
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Kouyoumjian (Ancien Ministre des affaires sociales) 19 Février 2020 : Nahr el Kalb
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Mourtada Abbass (Ministre de la Cultureet I’ Agriculture) 19 Février 2020: Mourtada
demande au comité technique consultative de la Direction Générale des Antiquités
d’inspecter le site patrimonial de Nahr el Kalb
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Chehayeb (Parlementaire) 19 Février 2020 : La protection des site naturel ne peut se
faire en transgressant les lois
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Association Terre-Liban 22 Février 2020: Arréter les travaux sur le promontoire de
Nahr el-Kalb
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23 Février 2020: Rassemblement devant le site archéologique de Nahr el-Kalb en
protestation contre les travaux de creusement pour la construction du siege du CPL
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Kouyoumjian 23 Février 2020: Sommes nous obligés de construire sur un
promontoire vieux de milliers d’années
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Lebanon Eco Movement 24 Février 2020: Le mouvement écologique a déposé une
plainte contre les infractions commises sur la colline de Nar el-Kalb
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20 Février 2020: Manifestation devant le ministere de |’environnement pour sauver
le promontoire de Nahr el Kalb - Réponse de Berj Hadjian (Directeur Générale
de ’environnement): Nous allons discuter votre demande d’arrét des travaux avec le
ministre et les diverses autorités concernées
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Chehayeb (Parlementaire) 10 mars 2020 : Protéger les réserves naturelles du Liban
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Kouyoumjian (Ancien Ministre des affaires sociales) 10 mars 2020: Le réserves
naturelle sont des trésors et un héritage don de Dieu
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Publications that describe the work/place, bibliography, etc.

* Anne Marie Afeiche-Maila, 2009, Le site de Nahr el-Kalb, Baal Hors-
Série V, Ministere de la Culture, Beyrouth

* Phillip Hitti, 1957, Lebanon in History from the earliest times to the
present, London, Macmillan; New York, St. Martin's Press.

* Henri Lammens, 1914, Le Liban ; notes archéologiques, historiques,
ethnographiques et géographiques, Beyrouth, Imprimerie catholique.

Time constraints for advocacy (immediate action/delayed action):
immediate action

Recommended action

5-1

5-2

Heritage Alert: international/national distribution via ICOMOS

Letter (s) to? (Provide names and full contact details)
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5.2.1 Letter to Ministry of Culture-Lebanon
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5.2.2 Letter to Ministry of Environment-Lebanon

21



ICOMOS Heritage Alert
Nahr EI Kalbo Commemorative Steles, Mount Lebanon

5-3

5-5

6-0

ICOMOS National or Scientific Committee, or international Website
upload?

Website upload ICOMOS Lebanon Social Media and Mail, ICOMOS
International, ICOMOS-IFLA (Comité international des paysages culturels)
CIIC (Comité international des itinéraires culturels)

Affiliated organisation distribution? Unesco, Patrimoine Mondial.
Other actions recommended? Legalisation of the protection of the site by

Lebanese authorities, Site Management and maintenance, lighting, visitor
centre/road access.

Desired outcome

6-1

6-2

6-4

6-5

6-6

To improve legal protection: To register the entire promontory as a non-
edificandi status, and to define a protection buffer zone

To stop construction works that will alter the Cultural Landscape and Natural
Heritage

To stop construction permits that would result in irrevocable loss in the natural
context

Imposing minimum maintenance to stop further decay pending
conservation/restoration work

Modifying the project NA
Stopping demolition NA

Other, please specify
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